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EVANGELIZING THE INEVITABLE 

Men who take the gospel hopefully believe in an inevitable 
future. They do not believe that the world is coming to an end, 
but that it will continue. They see changes constantly impending, 
and with whatever wisdom they can assemble they undertake to 
bring the gospel to bear upon the forces that are making the 
changes. 

They mean to evangelize the inevitable. 

ifl** %p& i2r* 

Christianity has never been effective when it has endeavored to 
evangelize forces which are reactionary. It has always centered 
around those persons by whom history is actually being made. The 
current of real history carried Paul away from Antioch and Ephesus 
and other cities that were soon to be only symbols of the past, and 
flung him across the sea into creative history at Rome. When 
Paul came to Rome, Christianity began to evangelize the inevitable. 

So, too, Luther was caught up by the new forces which made 
modern Europe, and carried into these forces the gospel. 

Every man who has been of religious significance in history has 
had an intuitive readiness to throw in his lot with the inevitable 
while it was in the making, and to leaven it with the gospel. 

Our own day calls for similar evangelization. The church must 
win the loyalty of the men who are actually making tomorrow. 

j3* ^* ^* 

The current of the inevitable future does not run through the 
comfortable folk who want things to stand as they are because it is 
too bothersome or costly to make them better — the complacent 
householders who live where rents are moderate and living expenses 
are still susceptible to the manipulations of thrift. Such persons 
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individually have their value, but if the church chooses to be a 
purveyor to middle-class comfort and intellectual inertness, it will 
have small influence in the future. 

The line of the inevitable runs through men who control cor- 
porations and are masters of capital, labor unions, men of science, 
social reformers, women's clubs. Can people of this sort be brought 
to handle the gospel ? If they cannot be evangelized, the inevitable 
will come off unevangelized. That will be as serious a matter in 
the United States as it is in Spain or Italy. 

The inevitable future lies in great movements already in opera- 
tion, like socialism, internationalism, the economic struggle, educa- 
tion. These movements are not dependent on the churches for 
their existence. They are bound to continue regardless of the 
church. But if they are to embody Christian principles they must 
be systematically evangelized. 

Qfi* Qfi& ^* 

Its capacity to evangelize the creators of an inevitable future will 
be the real test of Christianity. You cannot measure the truth of 
a teaching by counting its converts or by its loyalty to the letter 
of the Scriptures. There never has been a heresy or a fanaticism 
that has not pleaded a literal interpretation of the Scriptures. Nor 
will Christianity be tested by the ability of religious leaders to appeal 
to masses who do not think and will not think. Demagogism never 
has been a test of truth any more than it has been a test of wisdom. 

The glory of the gospel is the fact that it always has been, is, 
and always will be capable of bringing the power of God into men, 
institutions, and forces that are really making history. 

Nothing is more futile than to try to evangelize ancestors, 
whether they be buried or contemporary. 

If you doubt it, look about and ask yourself whether the type of 
theology which is being so zealously made into obscurant and 
reactionary propaganda can possibly have any constructive influ- 
ence among the men of science, social reform, and international 
outlook who are already at work making the future. 

Men with the future in their souls cannot be won to Jesus 
Christ by praise of a theology that will not work with posterity. 



